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MARIAN DEVOTION IN THE MONTH OF MAY 

Dear Confreres,  

In one of his homilies, the Supreme 

Pontiff, Pope Francis reflected, on 

three words that find fulfillment in 

Mary, the Mother of God - to bless, to 

be born and to find. To Bless: at 

Christmas we receive not only the 

words of blessing but the blessing 

itself. Jesus is Himself the blessing of 

the Father. If Jesus is the blessing, 

Mary is blessed through grace and in 

this way she brings us God’s 

blessings. To Be Born: The Lord was 

born like us. Mary is not only the 

bridge joining us to God but she is the 

road God travelled in order to reach 

us and the road that we must travel in 

order to reach Him. To Find: The 

shepherds led by grace, found God 

not in miraculous signs but in a 

simple family. Hence, we are all 

called to bless people, to cultivate our 

interior life of prayer, and like the 

shepherds to be active to receive the 

grace. The highlight of the Pope’s 

homily is that Mary is the road we 

must travel to reach Jesus. 

Since time immemorial Marian Devotion has been connected with the utmost confidence 

people have in Mary’s powerful intercession. Even today it has a prominent place both in 

liturgical prayers and in the trusting veneration of the faithful. Hence, it is very apt to say that 

Mary’s intercession is the continuation of her role in Christ’s redemptive mission. 
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Theologically it can be understood as the fulfillment of her glory as the chosen daughter of 

God. The Heavenly Father selected Mary from among all women to be the Co-Redemptrix 

with the Redeemer. By giving flesh to the “Word made flesh” for our salvation, the Handmaid 

of the Lord merits our veneration and devotion. It was her vocation to be the Mother of the 

Saviour and to give Jesus to the world. The 

role she has accepted in Nazareth did not 

end with her death. Forever she is the 

living chalice through which God offers 

His saving mercy to the world. 

Mary’s intercession at the wedding feast of 

Cana is often quoted as an anticipation of 

her intercession in heaven. She turns to 

Jesus with the simple statement: “They 

have no more wine.” [Jn 2/2] A deeper 

interpretation of these words leads much 

beyond the sense of a simple village 

marriage, as this sign is worked as an 

answer to Mary’s intercession. The prayer 

to Mary brings us closer to God. The 

history of Marian devotion and our own 

experience shows that it is easier for many 

to pray to Mary, the compassionate Mother 

than to the invisible God. All the life-giving love of Jesus, all the tenderness and compassion of 

Mary are revelations of what God is Himself. Prayers addressed to Mary reach beyond her into 

the mystery of God Himself.  

Mary’s cooperation at the Annunciation is the beginning of her faithful role as Co-Redemptrix. 

This union of the Mother with the Son in the work of salvation is made manifest from the time 

of Christ’s virginal conception up to His death. The Blessed Virgin advanced in her pilgrimage 

of faith and faithfully persevered in union with her Son. And for us human beings to follow, 

she handed down to us the most powerful spiritual weapon of all time, the Holy Rosary. It is 

this spiritual weapon that lets us say To Jesus Through Mary.  

 

The Rosary is often regarded as a guide for other Catholic prayers. Praying the Rosary is one 

of the most distinguishable features of popular Catholic spirituality. The Rosary inspires us to 

meditate on the mysteries of the lives of Jesus and Mary. Throughout the history of the 

Catholic Church, many Popes and Saints have encouraged praying the Rosary. Therefore, we 

need to appreciate how its prayers are reminders not only of Mary the Mother of God but of 

Christ Himself. Through Mary we are led to a closer relationship with her Son Jesus. The 

Rosary is an invitation for us to present our needs to God and to love Him more. It is not 

simply about reciting prayers but involves reflecting on the grace of God. Praying is a powerful 
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act that lets us develop and strengthen our relationship with God and the Rosary offers the 

same beautiful reward. By praying the Rosary, we meditate on the events in the life of Jesus 

Christ and this helps us to know God more. Many spiritual battles have been won because of 

this symbolic act. Many hearts have been touched and many discouraged people have been 

uplifted because of the Rosary.  

 

The month of May dedicated to Mary concludes with a great canopy of processions in several 

parts of the world. Although it’s going to be different unlike the usual custom owing to the 

Pandemic, yet the Coronation of Mary is un-hinderingly, a deeper mystery that continues to 

take place in the hearts and minds of the people. In summary it could be said that God assumed 

Mary into heaven to reign in glory with Christ the King. We are also reminded that we are the 

chosen people of God and thus royal children. As God’s chosen and royal children all that we 

do and say must be geared towards giving glory to God. Mary showed us how to do this when 

she responded to God’s call by accepting God’s will. In doing so she gave us the concrete 

example of obedience in the form of servanthood. With Mary as our Queen, let us offer 

ourselves in service to the Church so that in all that we do and say God will be glorified and 

exalted.    

 

CONGREGATIONAL MATTERS 

 

1. YEAR OF MISSION 2021- 2022 

 

Taking into account the Year of St. Joseph, the Year of Family, the Devotion to Holy Family, 

and the directive of the General Chapter XX to initiate more ministries directed to families, 

with the consent of the General Council, I am glad to formally declare the year 2021 – 2022 as 

Year of Mission in our Congregation starting from Pentecost Sunday, 23rd May 2021, and 

concluding on Divine Mercy Sunday, 24th April 2022. 

Objectives of the Mission Year 2021 – 2022: 

• Bring to the forefront the apostolate of Missions in the Congregation 

• For the renewal of the individuals and communities so that we can function more 

effectively with credibility as agents of renewal  

• To impart to our young formees and scholastics the correct orientation regarding the 

nature and purpose of being a member of a missionary congregation  

• For the renewal and rejuvenation of our parishes through PMP (Parish Mission 

Preaching)   

• Focused implementation of the directives of the General Chapter 2019 on MISSION 

• To initiate ministries directed to families, to promote devotion to Holy Family, and to 

celebrate the Year of Family and Year of St. Joseph. 
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Fr. Johnson Kallidukil, General Secretary for Mission, in consultation with the Provincial 

Councilors in Charge of Mission will work on a detailed program for the Mission Year in the 

coming weeks and months. Let us collaborate with the Mission Forums and Mission Secretariat 

in this noble cause of Mission.  

 

 

2. EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL CHAPTER 2022 

 

The Extraordinary General Chapter is re-scheduled from 1st – 7th February 2022, in Pune. 

Please continue to pray for the success of the Chapter.  

 

PROVINCE MATTERS  

 

  

REPORT 0F THE EDUCATION FORUM MEETING 

Topic: "Education is what remains after one has forgotten what one has learned in School"  

The Education Forum meeting was held on 29th March 2021. Fr. Ignathi Kshirsagar, the 

Councilor in charge for Education, formally welcomed the esteemed Fransalian educationists 

for the meeting. The meeting began by invoking God’s blessings on the participants. Fr. Albin 

Joseph then introduced the resource person, Dr. Angelo Michael D’Cruz, who is a renowned 

educationist.  

Dr. Angelo having thirty years of experience in the field of education highlighted the fact that 

in spite of teaching being a noble profession, it is no longer a preferred option. Teaching 

provides us an opportunity to become wholesome as we touch many lives and nurture them to 

become better individuals. Hence students always remember us. This is the essence of the 

Catholic education system which proves to be different from other educational institutions.  

Dr. Angelo asked the Principals to prepare students for life and not only for examinations. He 

mentioned that values like honesty, integrity, good character, dynamism are like studded jewels 

to one’s personality. As educators we need to be humble and we need to make students realize 

that they are loved by all.  Learning is a constant process. The secret of success of a teacher 

and a leader is to learn, unlearn and relearn. Dr. Agnelo mentioned that this pandemic has 

taught us to unlearn and relearn technology; not to curse the darkness but to light a candle. It 

has made us passionate about what we are doing and kept our teachers motivated.  

Dr. Agnelo insisted that as Principals we need to share the vision and mission of the institute 

and we must motivate and empower our faculty members for the same. A successful Principal 

is not missed but is always remembered for the wonderful work he has done by appointing 

appropriate people to do the right things and for the good system he has put in place.  He builds 

trust in the staff and students, and knows how to efficiently handle parents. If any teacher lacks 



 

 
 5 

some skills, a proper discussion, analysis, training and personal interaction should be used to 

enhance the performance of the teacher. Dr. Agnelo informed the Principals that the PTA is the 

most efficient body of the school and it has to be transparent. Teachers' availability to parents 

can reduce other tensions and problems, and can help in the smooth functioning of the school. 

Dr. Angelo also shared his inputs on how to tackle other school-related issues. Fr. Shijumon 

Mangalath thanked Dr. Agnelo for his bold step in challenging the Principals and for preparing 

them for unforeseen circumstances. 

Fr. Ignathi Kshirsagar MSFS                  

               

REPORT OF THE MISSION FORUM MEETING 

The Mission Forum had an online meeting on 27th Feb 2021. Forty–Seven members from 

across the globe participated in the meeting. Besides the forum members also present for the 

meeting was Rev. Dr. Johnson Kallidukil MSFS, General Councilor in charge of Mission and 

our Provincial Rev. Fr. Muthuswamy MSFS. The resource person was our very own Rev. Dr. 

Alphonse Arokiaswamy MSFS. The talk was on the topic - A Call for Attitudinal Change in 

the Pastoral and Missionary Approach Today.  

The points and reflections were based on the teachings of the FABC and Pope Francis. He 

restricted his talk to the Parish Community. He spoke about active participation, collaboration 

and co-operation from various sections of the faithful - women, youth, children, etc. A priest is 

called to be man of all seasons. He has to have a holistic approach based on Gospel values, thus 

radiating passion for Christ and His mission, to realize God’s Kingdom on earth. A priest has 

to be open and dialogue in the Intra-Ecclesial, Inter-Ecclesial and Extra-Ecclesial life and 

relationships. One has to relate and render his services not only to the sheep entrusted to his 

care but also go to the periphery. In today’s context of dialogue, listening is needed. The FABC 

stresses the importance of the basic attitude of openness and listening, to discern the voice of 

the Spirit. 

The presence of the Truth and the Spirit is in the Church hence one has to listen to the Church. 

The Spirit speaks through various rich faith traditions and cultures hence one need to listen to 

them as co-pilgrims. The FABC proposes Dialogue and Action. It is through unconditional 

love shown in selfless service that the world will come to know that Christians are disciples of 

Jesus. [Jn 13/34-35] To be effective the FABC suggests forming Small Christian Communities 

accommodating everybody. We move from the Small Christian Communities to dialogue with 

the larger community of the people of God.  When properly animated it can become a mass 

movement and thus bring transformation, to live together in peace and harmony. Inculturation 

must be adopted. Women and youth have to be taken into confidence since they too are seekers 

and will become worthy collaborators. 

Rev. Fr. Johnson Kallidukil then advised the members to be more realistic in their Mission and 

emphasized on Spiritual Foundation. While speaking about the Year of the Mission he said that 

the inspiration was based on four factors: 1) Year of St. Joseph 2) Year of the Family 3) The 
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proposal to hold St. Joseph in esteem was given by Rev. Fr. Emile Mayoraz 4) Directives of 

the General Chapter 2019. He also emphasized the need for the PMP team to be more effective. 

Rev. Fr. Provincial emphasized on regular prayer, daily celebration of the Eucharist and 

Eucharistic Adoration. To prepare oneself to be a good preacher one has to make a beginning 

by preparing good homilies, taking up preaching of recollections, etc. He called on the 

members to introspect on their work and mission. He insisted that during the coming year all 

our Parishes must have Renewal Program preached by the PMP team. He appreciated the work 

done by the members of the Forum. The meeting concluded with a prayer.    

Fr. Peter Dominic MSFS       

REPORT OF THE VOCATION PROMOTERS’ MEET 

The Vocation Promoters of Nagpur Province participated in an online meeting on 26th February 

2021. The meeting was attended by eighteen confreres who are vocation promoters of various 

regions. The meeting started with a short prayer by Fr. Paul, the Rector of Prakash Bhavan, 

Kerala. Fr. Benedict, the Provincial Councilor in charge of Formation personally welcomed all 

the participants. The purpose of the meeting was to find out the present state of vocation 

promotion in their respective regions and the plans for intensifying vocation promotion. The 

reports from the different regions were read out during the meeting: Fr. Paul - Kerala region; 

Fr. Jnanamani - Tamil Nadu region; Fr. Allan - Mumbai region and Fr. Markus - other regions 

of Maharashtra. Thereafter a brief discussion was initiated on pertinent problems in formation 

and vocation promotion. Two important aspects were unanimously proposed for consideration 

by the Provincial Administration - appointing a full-time vocation promoter and starting 

formation of those doing plus two in the Province itself. Fr. J. B. Muthuswamy, the Provincial 

was optimistic about the proposals as they had been discussed during the Provincial Chapter. 

He stated that the need for survival is an inbuilt mechanism. The same analogy is to be 

followed for the survival of our Congregation. We need to continue vocation promotion. God 

accomplishes it through our efforts. We need to promote good, quality vocations, and form our 

students to become emotionally, socially and spiritually mature, so that they are able to deal 

with the present scenario of life. Fr. Muthuswamy thanked Fr. Benedict for arranging the 

meeting. It ended with the vote of thanks and a short prayer.  

Fr. Sandeep Tirkey MSFS 
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ORDINATION OF DEACON AMIT TIRKEY   
 

“MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR YOU” 

 

Deacon Amit Tirkey MSFS was ordained on    by Rt. Rev. Vincent Barwa DD, the Bishop of 

Simdega, at Samsera Parish, Simdega Diocese. The Bishop told Amit that hereafter he is “A 

Living Witness of the Living Christ.” Towards the end of the Holy Mass Fr. Amit thanked 

every member of the parish. He shared his experience of God’s grace working in him. “God 

has truly showered his blessings in my life and especially today by making me a sharer of his 

priesthood, in the line of the priesthood of Melchizedek”. The Parish Priest in his thanksgiving 

speech proudly said that Fr. Amit Tirkey is the 39th priest of Samsera parish.  
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True to the theme chosen by the Ordinandi, the grace of God was experienced in the form of 

showers of rain. But this didn’t disrupt the program and the faithful maintained the decorum of 

the ceremony. It was attended by over 40 priests, MSFS confreres and many religious sisters as 

well. Fr. Sandeep Tirkey MSFS the delegate of the Provincial thanked Rt. Rev. Bishop Vincent 

Barwa on behalf of Provincial. He said that God has not forsaken His people. He is always 

with His people and that is why the Church has another priest in the person of Fr. Amit Tirkey. 

Fr. Amit is the first priest from his village. The villagers in a spirit of festive joy welcomed Fr. 

Amit by the traditional tribal dance. The presence of Fr. Binu, the Rector and Fr. Martin 

Richard, the Procurator of Tejas Vidya Peetha, Bangalore, enhanced the joy of the celebrations.  

 

Fr. Sandeep Tirkey MSFS 
 

 

ORDINATION OF DEACON LINUS JOSEPH 

Deacon Linus Joseph MSFS was ordained a priest on 11th February 2021by Rt. Rev. Peter 

Kochupurakkal, Auxiliary Bishop of Palakkad Diocese, at St. Mary’s Church Palakkayam, 

Palakkad.  In his message Bishop Peter Kochupurakkal pointed out that priests are called to be 

with Christ as well as with their fellow beings in their joys and sorrows. A priest must be close 

to Christ and to the people whom he serves. He appreciated Deacon Linus for his courageous 

decision to serve the Lord’s faithful in the Mozambique Mission, Africa.  
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Rev. Fr. John Britto Muthuswamy the Provincial of Nagpur Province, Fr. Domy Thomas, 

Provincial Councilor, many MSFS Fathers and Brothers, Priests and Religious serving in the 

diocese, and the parents, relatives, friends and villagers of Deacon Linus were present for the 

ceremony. It was a day of great joy for the entire congregation present as they prayed for 

Deacon Linus as he offered his entire life for Christ’s Mission. He is the 6th priest from the 

parish. The celebrations were well organized by the family members and villagers. All those 

present partook of the fellowship meal. We wish Fr. Linus Joseph God’s abundant blessings in 

his priestly ministry in Mozambique Mission. May our Good Lord bless all his efforts to be a 

good priest and a faithful minister in His vineyard. 

Fr. Jinoy Koply MSFS 

 

 ORDINATION OF DEACON POOMAGAN 

“TO SERVE HIM IN HUMILITY” 

It was a matter of great gladness that one more fruit was borne by the Mozambique branch of 

Nagpur Province. Though there was a delay of one year on account of the Pandemic, God in 

His goodness made it possible to have the ordination to the priesthood of Deacon Poomagan.  

He was ordained on 1st February 2021 by Rt. Rev. Dr. Lawrence Pius DD, Bishop of 

Dharmapuri, in the presence of Fr. J. B. Muthusamy MSFS, Provincial of Nagpur Province. 

The occasion was graced by the presence of 40 priests, 20 nuns and many parishioners. 

Poomagan is the 24th priest and 6th MSFS from Sacred Heart Church, Udayendiram. 
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 He celebrated his first Mass on 2nd February. After the Ordination Mass as well as his first 

Mass, a short felicitation program was held. All those who participated in the liturgical 

ceremonies then congratulated the newly ordained priest and wished him all the best in his 

ministry in Mozambique. With a festive spirit of joy all then enjoyed a delicious fellowship 

meal.  

Fr. Aajo Therully MSFS 

ORDINATION OF DEACON SANJAY LAKRA 
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Deacon Sanjay Lakra was ordained a priest on 6th February 2021 by Rt. Rev. Kishor Kumar 

Kujur DD, Bishop of Rourkela Diocese, at Assumption Catholic Church, Kusumdegi. Together 

with Deacon Sanjay Lakra, three deacons belonging to the Order of Discalced Carmelites were 

also ordained. Those present for the ceremony were Fr. John Britto Muthuswamy MSFS, 

Provincial of Nagpur Province, 14 MSFS priests, many Carmelites priests, diocesan priests, 

nuns and lay faithful. Fr. Sanjay Lakra is the fiftieth priest and the second MSFS priest of the 

parish. Due to Covid people's participation for the ordination ceremony was restricted.  

The Bishop preached the Word of God and exhorted those to be ordained to be ever faithful to 

their priestly duties. He congratulated them for taking the daring step to become Jesus’ 

disciples. He thanked the parents of Fr. Sanjay for dedicating their son to the Church. During 

the felicitation program, Fr. J. B. Muthuswamy thanked the Bishop for ordaining Sanjay Lakra 

for the service of the Lord and His Church. For Fr. Sanjay, it was a challenging task to be 

ordained a priest as he is the only Catholic in his family and in the whole village. Thus 

unfortunately he could not organize and celebrate his First Mass in his village. The people of 

the village vehemently opposed him for organizing the program, even on the day of his First 

Mass. They blocked the road to his house and tore his poster. Apart from this they imposed a 

penalty of Rs. 5000/- for persons who wished to attend the program. Foreseeing the ugly 

situation, his Godparents who are from Telendipa village, planned and organized the program 

for his First Mass. The people of the place helped in organizing the program.  It was a joy for 

Sanjay that his parents, relatives and friends could attend the program. 

 

Fr. Daniel Bara MSFS  
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DIACONATE ORDINATION OF BRO. AMIT BAA 

On the Solemnity of Saint Joseph, we are reminded of 

the famous quote of Joseph Campbell, “Follow your 

bliss and the universe will open doors for you where 

there were only walls.” Joseph was a man who had the 

bliss of being obedient to the will of God. Thus the 

universe opened doors for him where there were walls 

of hopelessness and fear, and he could see the light 

amidst the darkness. The joy of the Fransalians of 

Mozambique Delegation was doubled as they 

celebrated the Diaconate ordination of Bro. Amit and 

the Solemnity of Saint Joseph. Bro. Amit was 

supposed to have been ordained earlier with his 

companion, but as he was involved in an accident his 

ordination to the diaconate had to be delayed. 

Nevertheless, faith and hope brought the light of joy to 

us as Bro. Amit was ordained a deacon by Rt. Rev. Pie 

Giorgio Betold, in his private chapel on the Solemnity 

of St. Joseph. The Lar Mermier community, Padrinhos of Bro. Amit, Mgr. Paul, sisters of 

Nunciature and Deacon Anish witnessed the solemn event. Deacon Amit thanked the Bishop 

for ordaining him, and thanked all those present for having graced the occasion. The 

celebration ended with a festive dinner.    

Fr. Henry Nedumkallel MSFS 

DIACONATE ORDINATION OF BRO. ANISH PRAVEEN 

When you want 

something, all the 

universe conspires in 

helping you to 

achieve it”. These 

words of Paulo 

Coelho come true for 

Deacon Anish. The 

members of the 

Mozambique 

Delegation saw the 

light of hope 

although surrounded 

by fear of the 

Pandemic and 
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Governmental restrictions.  The Churches are closed; priests and nuns, caught in the trauma of 

the Pandemic, remain in their own residences. The faithful long for Mass and Sacraments but it 

is not possible in the present situation. Realizing these needs of the faithful Rt. Rev. Pie 

Giorgio Betold, the Nuncio to Mozambique ordained Bro. Anish a deacon on 13th February 

2021in his private chapel. It was not a request presented before Nuncio; rather it was a 

suggestion put forward by the Nuncio himself. Due to the governmental restrictions regarding 

any public celebrations the numbers of participants were few. Fr. Henry, Fr. Jijo, Fr. Ashok, 

the scholastics doing theology, the sisters of the Nunciature and the ‘Padrinhos’ of Bro. Anish 

were “present. Fr. Henry, the Delegation Superior thanked Rt. Rev. Pie Giorgio Betold,   the 

Apostolic Nuncio for ordaining Bro. Anish and for having graced the occasion with their 

presence. The celebration ended with a small felicitation agape.      

 

Bro. Lona Christian MSFS 

 

SACERDOTAL GOLDEN JUBILERIANS 

Fr. Sebastian Annaikandathil MSFS 

Heartiest Congratulations to Fr. Seby who has 

begun his Sacerdotal Golden Jubilee this year.  He 

was ordained a priest on 27th March 1972. He is a 

pioneering missionary, an outstanding educationist, 

an exemplary formator, a skilled leader, a lover of 

nature, a zealous priest, a true Fransalian. Fr. Sebi as 

he is popularly known is loved and respected for his 

hard work and missionary commitment. On behalf of 

the Mozambique Delegation, I thank God for the gift 

of our confrere and his services in various 

apostolates. His loyalty to the Congregation, his love 

for the Mozambique Delegation and his joyful 

availability to serve in any place and capacity should 

merit our appreciation. I wish Fr. Sebi good health so 

that he may be able to continue to share in the 

ministry of the Church of teaching, sanctifying, 

shepherding and healing God’s people. We shall felicitate him at the time of the annual retreat.  

Fr. Sebastian was born to Mr. Mani and Mrs. Rose on 15/08/1944 at Mulakulam, Kerala. He 

was baptized on 23/8/1944 and confirmed on 10/1/1958 at Mulakulam. He did his elementary 

education at St. Antony’s Primary School, Mulakulam and Mar Kuriakose Memorial Middle 

School, Piravom; and his secondary education at St. Joseph’s High School, Piravom. He 

entered the minor seminary at Arumanoor in 1962. He did his Philosophy at JDV, Pune, and 
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Regency at St. John’s High School, Nagpur. He joined the Novitiate at Vishakhapatnam and 

made his First Profession on 4/5/1968. He did his Theology at St. Charles Seminary, Nagpur. 

He made his Perpetual Profession on 19/3/1972. He was Ordained a Priest on 27/3/1972, at 

St. Xavier’s Cathedral, Amravati. He has worked at Nagpur, Aldona, Jalna, Siolim, New Delhi, 

Pune, Mandvi, Latapara, Bela-Vista, Matola, Mavila, Ponta d’Ouro, Palakkad and Morogoro. 

At present he is at Casa Fransaliana, Matola. 

Dear Fr. Sebi the entire Mozambique Delegation Heartily Congratulates you and joins you in 

thanking God for the gift of priesthood and for the divine call you have received to the MSFS 

family. We pray for your good health and wish you many more years of service in the vineyard 

of the Lord.  

 

Fr. Pius Anthony Luke Gonsalves MSFS 

 

Fr. Pius  Gonsalves  was born on 18th October 

1939 at Manickpur, Vasai, to Mr. Anthony 

Gonsalves and Ms. Joanna. He was baptized on 

29th October 1939 at St. Michael’s Church, 

Manickpur. He did his elementary schooling at St. 

Philomena Primary School, Manickpur and 

secondary schooling at Thomas Baptista High 

School, Papdy, Vasai. From 1962-63 he did his 

pre-University from SFS College, Nagpur. He did 

his Novitiate from 1963-64 at Salesianum, 

Visakhapatnam and made his First Profession on 

9th May 1964. He rejoined St. Charles Seminary in 

1964 to study Philosophy, and also did BA from 

SFS College, Nagpur. From 1967-69 he did 

Regency at St. Francis Xavier High School, Siolim. 

From 1969-72 he did his Theology at JDV, Pune. 

His made his Final Profession at Chikalda on 9th 

May 1972. He was ordained a Deacon in 1972 at Fransalian Seminary, Pune. On 28th October 

1972 he was ordained a Priest by [Late] Bishop Joseph Rosario MSFS at St. Michael Church 

Manickpur,Vasai.  

Appointments: 

1973 -76: Asst. Parish Priest of St. Francis de Sales Church, Aurangabad  

1977-81:  Parish Priest of St. Francis de Sales Church, Aurangabad 
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1981- 90: Asst. Teacher at St. Mary’s School, Jalna  

1990-93: Principal of St. Mary’s High School, Jalna.  

1993-2000: Principal of Gyan Mata Vidya Vihar, Nanded.  

2000-07: Mission in charge at Kinwat and started St. Mary’s High School 

2004: Awarded PhD by Swami Ramanand Teerth Marathwada University, Nanded. Topic for 

his doctoral thesis - Educational Management in Ancient System to Modern Education System.   

2007: Appointed Superior of Mermier Sadan, Nagpur.  

2008: Started Fr. Peter Marie Mermier Pre School which is presently known as St. John’s 

Public School, Nagpur. 

2012: Appointed Asst. Pastor at St. John the Evangelist Church, Cidco, Aurangabad.  

2017: Member of Mermier Sadan, Nagpur, home for our senior priests. 

Fr. Pius is an all-rounder, not only in the physical sense of the word but also in other areas. He 

is a good singer and a good musician, and plays the trumpet and the drums very well. His 

passion for teaching endeared him to his students. As a pastor he was very active and was in 

demand to preach for various occasions as he has a flair for languages. He is present for all 

Apostolic Community and Diocesan programs. He is a community man and he religiously 

follows the time table. He is also very happy to animate the prayer service for various 

occasions. His passion for acquiring knowledge is seen in the fact that despite having various 

responsibilities he pursued his higher studies and was the first from Nagpur Province to acquire 

a PhD. Despite the fact of his advancing age he makes sure he eats well and regularly does his 

exercises, thus maintaining a healthy figure and putting many of us youngsters to shame. He is 

quite friendly by nature and during gatherings his loud bursts of laughter brings down the roof.  

We pray to God for Fr. Pius that he may continue to enjoy good health and keep inspiring 

people for many more years. May Gold turn to Diamond.       

 

 

 



 

 
 16 

APPOINTMENTS & TRANSFERS 2021 – 2022 
 

Dear Confreres, after my dialogue with you and with your generous yes, I am happy to disclose 

the lists of transfers for the coming year. I would like to thank you wholeheartedly for your 

dedicated service and your cheerful availability for the next mission on behalf of the province. 

Be assured of my prayerful support and accompaniment in your new ministry. God bless you 

abundantly. 

 

 TRANSFERS AND APPOINTMENTS -2021- 2022 
S.No Name of Confreres Appointed to Responsibilities Assigned 

1 Fr. Peter Dominic Panderpalli Superior and Parish Priest 

2 Fr. Anson Kaliyath Mannarkad Superior and Rector 

3 Fr. Anand Kullu Nimuch Office Administrator/Asst. Parish Priest 

4 Fr. Vincent Minj Nimuch Parish Priest 

5 Fr. Santosh Kumar Varanasi Socious/Local Bursar. 

6 Fr. Amit Tirkey Kandore Asst. Parish Priest/Local Bursar 

7 Fr. Sanjay Lakra Bara Durgapur Asst. Parish Priest/ Local Bursar 

8 Fr. Anil Pandit Aurangabad-CIDCO Asst. Parish Priest/Local Bursar 

9 Fr. Nobit  K. Badnera Superior/ Principal 

10 Fr. Peter Kujur Sini Principal/ Office Administrator 

11 Fr. John Peter Khamgaon Priest in charge of Buldana/Studies 

12 Fr. Ramesh Damala Bhusawal   In charge of Karanji farm /Studies 

13 Fr. Markus Ruptake Bhusawal Parish Priest 

14 Fr.Lalji Pattathil Aurangabad-FTI In charge of Printing Press 

15 Fr. Henry Peter Bhusawal Asst. PP/ In charge of Fransalian Media Centre. 

16 Fr. William Anthony  ---------------------- German Studies 

17 Fr. Roshan Tigga Latapara-Seminary Staff/Local Bursar 

18 Fr.Allen Gonsalves Nanded Vice-Principal/Local Bursar 

19 Fr. Sudhir Kujur Seraikella Vice-Principal/ In charge of Mass Centre  

20 Fr.Lajarus Soreng Nanded Superior 

21 Fr. Jose Mudavankunnel Aurangabad--CIDCO Superior 

22 Fr. Paul Varambinakam Jagadalpur B. Ed. studies 

23 Fr. Daniel Bara Mannarkad Dean of studies 

24 Fr. Vinayand Katru Jagadalpur B. Ed. studies 

25 Fr.Yobu Melkie  Sadhek  Bangalore MTh- Missiology 

26 Dn. Rajat  Kumar Digal Kandore Diaconate Ministry 

27 Dn. Joseph Gollapudi Darkona Diaconate Ministry 

28 Bro. Abhilesh Lakra Badadurgapur Regency 

29 Bro. Abhijit  Bhengra Latapara Regency 

30 Bro. Sameer Xess Kandore Regency 

 

Note: The above transfers and appointments come into effect from 1st June 2021. However, 

taking into consideration the prevailing pandemic situation and travel restrictions of various 

states, the concerned members will consult the Provincial regarding their date of travel and 

handing over. Thank you very much for your understanding and co-operation. Be assured of my 

prayers for the success of your new assignments. 
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GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR HANDING OVER 
 

Handing Over is a formal and careful handing over of the responsibilities, traditions and 

customs of a certain place/ mission/ institution. Your Handing Over must ensure that there is 

continuity with fidelity and growth in a system that you have garnered for the past many years. 
 

Ensure that your Handing Over does not put a full-stop to any system and custom. Ensure that 

your Handing Over of an office brings growth and fertility to the place. 
 

There are certain vital elements to be taken care of while Handing Over. The vital elements 

are:  

1) Handing over forms appropriate to the office & files: 

a. Land papers & Land Map 

b. Building papers & Building Plan 

c. School Affiliation papers 

d. School Recognition papers 

e. School NOC papers 

f. Vehicle Keys & R.C papers & Insurance papers 

g. Passbooks, Cheque books & Audit reports 

h. Society/Trust Papers 

i. Legal cases 

j. Project/Construction papers 

k. Circulars  

l. One can add to the list as per the requirements. 

 

2) List of daily duties of the new office-bearer. 

3) List of cut out dates for important and urgent works or upcoming events. 

4) Signature of the person handing over, the signature of the person taking over and 

signature of the Provincial Delegate.  
 

PROVINCIAL’S DELEGATE FOR HANDING OVER CHARGE 

 

S.No Place Name of Delegate Responsibilities 

1 Panderpalli Fr. Sandeep Tirkey Superior/Parish Priest. 

2 Mannarkad  Fr. Scaria.KO  Superior and Rector 

3 Nimuch Fr. Christuraja Office Administrator/ Parish Priest / Asst.PP 

4 Varanasi Fr. Vinsent Minj Socious/Local Bursar 

5 Kandore Fr. K.V. Joseph Asst.PP/Local Bursar 

6 Bara Durgapur  Fr. Kamil Tete Asst.PP/ Local Bursar 

7 Aurangabad-CIDCO Fr. Arun P Superior/ Asst.PP/Local bursar 

8 Badnera Fr. P. M. Joseph Principal/ Superior 

9 Sini Fr. Anil George Principal/ office administrator 

10 Khamgaon Fr. Albin Joseph Priest in charge of Buldana/Studies 

11 Bhusawal Fr. Shantwan  Khutekar Parish Priest 

12 Aurangabad-FTI Fr. Solomon S   Printing Press in charge  

13 Latapara Fr. George Kurikal Seminary Staff/Local Bursar 

14 Nanded Fr. Ignathi Vice-Principal/Local Bursar/Superior 

15 Seraikella Fr. Emil Tirkey Vice-Principal/ Mass Centre in charge 
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The purpose is to strengthen institutional offices for a better future and smoother functioning. 

The above-mentioned is just a minimum requirement. If there is any scope to go beyond the 

mentioned areas the person is free to do so. 
 

Preparation before Handing Over: 

1) Make sure that the day is fixed well in advance with mutual consent and the same is 

communicated to the Provincial’s Delegate handing over in charge. 

2) Make sure that both, the one Handing over and the one Taking over go through the 

duties of their respective offices given in the Province Statutes. 

3) Give in writing (Handing over form) the files, work, pending work, daily duties, etc. 

4) Give in writing your general observations or what is lacking in the office, so that the 

work you have done continues with new vigour and vitality by the new office-bearer. 

5) While handing over, the office has to be respected formally and not casually. 

a) The office of an Administrator is respected and should be given the charge. 

b) The office of a Local Bursar is respected and should be given the charge. 

c) The office of a Parish Priest is respected and should be given the charge. 

d) The office of a Principal is respected and should be given the charge. 

e) Continuity with fidelity to carry forward. 
 

There should not be mixing of any duties that would affect the functioning of the other office-

bearers. 

 

ANNUAL RETREAT- 2021 

 

From Monday, 2nd November to Saturday, 7th November 2021, Nagpur Province will 

have the annual online retreat. The annual retreat is an obligatory spiritual exercise for all the 

members of the Province. The retreat will be animated by Fr. James Dabhi S.J. All the 

members are informed well in advance to keep themselves free for this sacred exercise. 

 

 

PRAY FOR THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED 

• Mr. Abraham K, 64years, elder brother of Fr. Jacob Karamakuzhiyil msfs, who 

expired on 25-01-2021.   

• Mr. Egnesh Minj, 64 years, father of Bro. Sameer Minj msfs, who expired on 29-01-

2021 

• Mr. Yakub Toppo, 72 years, uncle of Fr. Ranjit Tirkey mfs, who expired on 18-02-

2021 

• Mrs. Rita Samuel Roham, 74 years, elder sister of Fr. John Dive msfs, who expired 

on 27-03-2021. 

• Fr. Joe Denis msfs, Nagpur Province, 66 years, who expired on 27-03-2021 

Bro. Mathew Thudianplackal msfs, Vishakhapatnam Province, 79 years, who expired 

on 01-01-2021  
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• Mr. Paulas Pandit, 74 years, uncle of Fr. Anil Pandit msfs, who expired on 23-04-

2021 

• Mr. Anthon Ruptake, 75 years, elder brother of Fr. John Ruptake msfs, who expired 

on 24-04-2021 

• Mr. Ajit Xess, 47 years, father of Bro. Sameer Xess, who expired on 30-04-2021 

• Mr. Roy Joseph, 50 years, nephew of Fr. P. M Joseph msfs, who expired on 08-05-

2021 

• Sr. Mary Digna SVM, aunty of Fr. Philip Melaparambil msfs, who expired on 09-05-

2021 

 

NB: For a deceased confrere who is perpetually professed, each one of us is obliged to 

celebrate a Holy Mass, irrespective of the Province. I request all of you to do the 

necessary suffrages for the departed confreres. 

 

 

 

SALESIAN THOUGHT 

“What we need is a cup of understanding, a barrel of love, and an ocean of 

patience.” 

 

 

 

 

Yours Fraternally in Christ, 

 

Fr. John Britto Muthuswamy 

Provincial Superior  


